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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 11851 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IT, MT, US 

SUBJECT: ANDREOTTI VISIT: THE MALTA CONNECTION 

REF: VALLETTA 0819 

1 . IN CONVERSATION JULY 19 WITH EMBOFFS, MFA'S OFFICE 
DIRECTOR FOR NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS (POLITICAL) OPERATED 
UNDER ASSUMPTION THAT THE QUESTION OF MALTA WOULD BE DIS- 
CUSSED DURING ANDREOTTI VISIT TO WASHINGTON, AND INDICATED 
GOI HOPEFUL BUT NOT OPTIMISTIC RE A MORE FORTHCOMING USG 
POSUTRE. 

2. HE ALSO SAID THAT MINTOFF HAD BEEN QUICK TO FOLLOW- 
UP ON FRENCH AND ITALIAN COMMERCIAL MISSIONS (PARA. W, 

REFTEL), SCHEDULING A DELEGATION IN ROME BEFORE THE END OF 
THE MONTH TO DISCUSS PLANS FOR PROMOTION OF TOURISM IN 
MALTA. APPARENTLY MINTOFF INDICATED HE MIGHT LEAD THE GROUP 
PERSONALLY, AND THE ITALIANS ARE DELICATELY TRYING TO 
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PERSUADE HIM THAT SUCH MATTERS ARE NORMALLY PRUSUED 
AT A LESS ELEVATED LEVEL. 

GARDNER 
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